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Fairfield 

Model airplanes take to the air 

By Susan Hiland From page A1 | August 15, 2016 

FAIRFIELD — The buzz in the air could be mistaken for a fly, but as it gets closer the realization hits that the sound is louder than 

any fly. 

On this hot, dry, breezy Sunday, the Vaca Valley Radio Controllers came out to a small airplane field off of Clay Bank Road, which 

was created for the club, for an afternoon of camaraderie and aerobatics fun. 

“Our purpose is to support model aviation,” said Tom Dodd, the club’s president. 

The model airplane making the sound of an angry fly is actually about the size of a large eagle. Other scaled-down airplanes in-

clude a P-38 and a few propeller planes, along with a jet model. 

“The planes usually flown are World War II war birds,” Dodd said. 

He began his hobby about 25 years ago after being inspired by a news broadcast. 

“I came home from work and the show was on,” he said. “They were showing this model and I felt a strong desire to do some-

thing with aviation.” 

Dodd, of Benicia, said he always felt a draw to planes and the hobby of remote-controlled fliers seems to be a perfect fit. His col-

lection contains about 10 planes. Some he flies often and others only sporadically. He said he likes to spend his free time out at 

Tom Dodd, preside of Vaca Valley Radio Controlles, picks up his radio-controlled P-51 Mustang off the ground after his flight, Sun-
day. (Josh Redsun/Daily Republic) 
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the field flying. 

The planes are either built from scratch with plywood, glue and paint or they come as a kit. Some of the kits are ready to fly out of 

the box after just a small amount of assembly. The options for actually running the motors are vast: from gas, electric, battery-

powered or glow fuel. Each has its pros and cons. 

Glow fuel is a mixture of alcohol and oil for a combustion engine, said Monty Welch of Vacaville, the club’s vice president. 

Welch’s aviation hobby began in 1962. At this point he has 10 working airplanes and a few that are still in the shop. His wife, Linda, 

helps him paint them and makes some suggestions for his next model purchase. 

He said he prefers to put kits together over starting from scratch. He is the proud owner of the P-38 model. 

“I’ve done probably 40 different kits over the years,” he said. 

During this hot summer weather, they prefer members don’t fly jets because much like their life-size counterparts, the miniatures 

tend to explode when they crash. And they do have accidents, but most are fixable with some tape, glue or both. 

Club members meets the first Sunday of the month, then take their planes out for a day of fun. About once a month they bring out 

the hot dogs and have a day of light-hearted competition. 

The hobby can get expensive depending on a variety of factors such as type of plane, whether it’s from scratch or a kit. 

New members are always welcome, including children. Applications can be downloaded at www.vacavalleyrc.org. 

For Dodd, the thrill is pulling up on the handheld remote controls and see the plane take flight. 

“It’s just the best feeling,” he said. “But then you realize sooner or later you have to land it.” 

Reach Susan Hiland at 427-6981 or shiland@dailyrepublic.net.                       Continued on pg 4 

A VVRC club member observes the carnage of a not so successful flight of his Radio Controlled P-38 Lighting. Sunday (Josh Redsun/ 
Daily Republic) 
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T-34 Racing will 

take place on the 

first Sunday of eve-

ry month. Wind or 

no wind... 

http://

www.vacavalleyrc.org 
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We have had more planes fail due 
to batteries being poorly charged 
or failing to hold a charge. Look for 
false peaks in your batteries. Use a 
loading battery tester to identify 
failing cells. 
Events: T-34 racing continues, We 
had enough racers for 2 groups of 
racing. We also paid out more prize 
money than ever.    
Old Business:  VVRC website pleae 
use www.vacavalleyrc.org. tables 
and the Runway continue to be car-
ried over as people are quite busy 

Meeting called to order at 11am 
15 members present. 
Flying Site: Tom and Gary mowed 
the field this morning. Steve has con-
tinued to rack the rocks at the en-
trance. Don has completed cleaning 
and organizing the Conex.  
Membership: 55 paid current mem-
bers 3 life and 4 officers.  
Safety:  The SAM site was the field 
from the previous month’s news-
letter Safety Colum. During the rac-
ing if your plane is damaged but still 
remains flyable. Please land ASAP. 

VACAVALLEY RADIO CONTROL CLUB 

Meeting Minutes                                           Oren Redsun 

For over 5 years now, we have been 
discussing the ongoing maintenance of 
the runway. The concerns seem to re-
volve around cost and longevity of the 
Field. About 6 years ago, we discussed 
and voted on possibly applying slurry 
seal at a cost of approximately $5K. The 
motion at that time was narrowly voted 
down. No formal estimates were ob-
tained at that time. So, we continue to 
fill cracks manually. 
Now, we have obtained formal esti-
mates for filling the cracks, repainting of 
striping and slurry seal. The estimates 
(options) are as follows: 
Option A -  – includes hot crack seal for run-

way and taxi ways and seal coat (paint) 
Option B - – includes hot crack seal for run-
way, taxi ways and pit area, seal coats (2) 
and restriping of all lines and stripes (3 year 
warranty) 
Option C - –includes all in Option B plus Cal 
Trans Slurry (Wow!) 
Option D- $0 - do nothing 
Option E - $?? – continue to fill cracks as 
best we can on our own 
We will be discussing our options at the next 
meeting or two. 

(I removed dollar amounts per Tom’s 
request  Oren)  Options for repair are 
between $0-10,000 
Tom 
 

The  President’s Blast                                                                  Tom Dodd  

Next meeting  Sep-

tember 11th. At the 

Field @ 11am. Come 

out and support your 

club and you may win 

some New Toys.   

 AMA CHAPTER 172, CIRCA  1960   FAIRFIELD CA                           

http://www.vacavalleyrc.org 

September 2016                    
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Page 4 VACAVALLEY RADIO CONTROL CLUB 

Hello Everyone  

I’ve been working on completing the signs for the field. It turns out that a primer over galvanized metal doesn’t stick so it’s back to the drawing board. I mentioned that I 

picked up a Mach 25 Race quad last month. Well I went to fly it with the googles and an spotter and quickly lost sight of it and lost camera signal. So I’ve searched the 

field several times and have had no luck finding it. It may be come a total write-off. 

 I’m continuing to keep the website up to date and  plan for new events.   Our next event is the October racing and Fun Fly on the 23rd 

Remember the current Website for our club is : http://www.vacavalleyrc.org 

  See You at the field  

Oren Redsun   

at64me@gmail.com 

Secretary’s Spin                                                                              Oren Redsun 

 

 

 

Monty Welch's electric P-38 Lighting fly's by low to the ground. Sunday. (Josh Redsun/ Daily Republic) 
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 Events for VVRC  

VVRC EVENTS 

CALLENDAR 

  Get on the T-34  email list by emailing at64me@gmail.com 

Here’s our VVRC Event Schedule for 2016.  We also have our T-34 Races on the 
first Sunday of each month. 

 All events at Field unless noted otherwise. 

T-34 Racing is the first Sunday of the 

month.

   

Meetings: (Second Tuesday of every 

month except December) All Field meet-

ings will  start at 11am 

Nut Tree Airport Vacaville.@7:30PM 

2016 Meeting Schedule   

September 11th @Field 

October 9th @Field 

November 8th Nut Tree  

December: 6th 11am at the club Field 

 Xmas Raffle and BBQ 

Fun-Fly’s* 

Xmas Party  Dec 6th 

*October 23rd 
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Woodland Davis RC Club   http://wdarc.org/ 
  
   
  
 Sept 17-18 WDA Float Fly #2 @ Lake Minden 
 
 Sept 22-24 WDA Heli Scale Masters 
 
 Sept 28-2 Oct WDA US Scale Masters 
 
 Jan 1 WDA Chilly n' Chili 

     

Outlying Area Club Calendar 

to complete these items. 
New Business: Runway repairs are waiting for estimates. (see President’s Blast) 
Show and tell:  
Cash Raffle: Sidney Coburn wasn’t there...it rolls over  $120 

Toilet Seat Award: No one volunteered to have the esteemed honor of the Toilet Seat awarded to them.  
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T-34 Racing                                               Tom Dodd 

Cancelled for September looking forward to the October. 

Oren Flies his Habu 2 for anoth-

er successful 3 minutes. 

While George enjoys his P-51 

and T-6. 

 

Tom Dodd and Steve Bruce en-

joying a great day of flying . 
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Meetings: (Second Tuesday of every month except 

December) All Field meetings will  start at 11am 

Nut Tree Airport Vacaville.@7:30PM 

2016 Meeting Schedule   

 

September 11th @Field 

October  9th @Field 

November 8th Nut Tree  

December: 6th 11am at the club Field 

 Xmas Raffle and BBQ 

2016 VVRC Club Officers 

President:                         Tom Dodd 

707-315-7028 

Vice President:          Monty Welch 

707-365-6283 

Treasurer:             Joe Montgomery 

707-448-7929 

Secretary:                     Oren Redsun 

707-718-2797 

Membership:                Ben Jonnson 

Safety:                            Don Prosser 

Website: www.vacavalleyrc.org 

 Oren Redsun 

4909 Summer Grove Cir 

Fairfield, California 94534 

AMA CHAPTER 172, CIRCA 1960, FAIRFIELD CA                            
http://www.vacavalleyrc.org 
 

VACAVALLEY RADIO CONTROL CLUB 


