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T-34 Racing will 

take place on the 

first Sunday of eve-

ry month. Wind or 

no wind... 

 http://

vacavalleyrc.com. 
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May race was held as a fun race 
and everyone had a good time.   
June 14th we will have a BBQ and 
Airplane raffle. 

 Old Business:   DX6 Transmitter 

purchased for Bob Hurley to use as  
a Buddy Box. 
New Business:  Mark Sawyer will 
look into getting some tarps made 
up that can be hung or  rolled up to 
aid in blocking the wind when we 
have meetings and BBQ’s at the 
field. On a temporay basis Oren will 
be taking on the position of V.P.   

Meeting called to order at 11am on 

05/17/2015.  
17 members and no guests present  
Flying Site:  The Plane at the gate 
needs to be repaired after the Fair-
field winds . Need to schedule a work 
party to reseal the runway and paint 
lines. 
Membership:  44 paid  
Safety:   Please have a second set of 
eyes look over your new or repaired 
aircraft which may prevent a cata-
strophic failure in flight. 
Events: T-34 racing continues.  The 
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VACAVALLEY RADIO CONTROL CLUB 

June July and August 2015                    

Meeting Minutes                                           Oren Redsun 

Can you believe it, it’s already 
June!  The weather has not cooperated 
much, with the winds blowing consist-
ently.    There are those that brave the 
wind and continue to fly.   The after-
noon weekday warriors won’t let a little 
wind stop them. 
  

I would like to thank a number of mem-
bers who have stepped up and helped 
to maintain our Field.  Mark Sawyer 
fixed our sign at the entrance, Don 
Prosser sprayed the weeds around the 
pit and fence line, and Gary Prosser has 
mowed the field and sprayed the weeds 
in the parking areas.  Thanks gentle-

men, your work is much appreciated by 
the Club.  
  

I would also like to thank Fred Stetson 
for his work on setting up and maintain-
ing the VVRC website.  Fred has decided 
to move on to other endeavors and we 
wish him good luck.  Oren and Josh Red-
sun will assume website duties.  
  

Hope to see you out flying! 
  

Tom    
July Tom was out flying... 
 
August Presidents blast continues on pg 4 

The  President’s Blast                                                                  Tom Dodd  

Next meeting June 

14th @ The Field  

10 am Meeting and 

flying. Each mem-

ber will receive a 

ticket for a chance 

to win the P-51 

Come out and sup-

port your club    

http://www.vacavalleyrc.com
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Page 2 VACAVALLEY RADIO CONTROL CLUB 

Hello Everyone I must apologize to you all for the delay in your month-

ly newsletter. I believed I sent out June’s newsletter. However I think I 

meant to, somehow it never made it out.. So the best solution is to 

send out a 3 month newsletter. I’ve been very busy working on new 

and old projects. I picked up parts for a Habu 2 on Ebay and  have 

been working at painting and  setting it up.  

As you know I also have been working with Joshua on a new website. 

We will eventually move to reclaim the domain of the current site. 

Secretary’s Spin             Oren Redsun Show and tell:   Monty brought in 2 of his 
seaplanes to  show off. One is the Great 
Planes Seawind and the other is a Candiar 
water bomber. Don Prosser  assisted Paul 
Gundolff with his Skybolt Push-rod installa-
tion. I found out that Hi-tech servos can be 
fixed by sending them to their offices and 
will be warranted. 
Cash Raffle:  Joe Montgomery won $200 

Toilet Seat Award:  Jeff Rob-
inson flew a brand new air-
craft and failed to put a servo 
horn screw in his elevator 
servo. 
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The new site is: ww.vacavalleyradiocontroller@squarespace.com 

Training:  I’m working with Woody Woodard with a glider that he has 

and his Delta Ray,  The Club Simulator has been Loaned out for the 

time being. 

Events:   I’ve included  the Woodland Davis and outlying clubs event 

calendar. Look for the June BBQ and raffle to be June 14th ( all dated 

of course.) We haven't  been able to have any T-34 races this whole 

Summer due to wind, we do have 13 T-34’s available ,contact either 

Tom or myself. 

I’m looking forward to developing a fun fly for September that will be 

challenging and fun for everyone. Sept 20th 

Please check the website often for updates. 

See You at the field    

Oren Redsun  at64me@gmail.com 

Meeting called to order at 11am on 06/14/2015.  
14 members and Tyler (George’s Grandson)  
Flying Site:  The Plane at the gate was and Linda and 
Monty shored the sign. Gary And Don continue to do a 
great job of mowing.  
Membership:  45paid  
Safety:   We discussed having people with medical con-
ditions out flying and how best to mitigate the risk. It 
was also brought up that newcomers to the field have 
no guidance on where the no-fly zones are. 
Events: T-34 racing continues.  The June race was can-
celled due to wind. Aug 15th we’ll have our own Model 
Aircraft day. Due to the road work on Peabody it was 
decided to not setup an Open House. 

 Old Business:   Mark reported on the tarp idea for a 

wind block and determined that the cost verses benefit 
wasn’t worth going forward. 
New Business:  Mark Sawyer will make a table that can 
be used for extended engine running back by the visitor 
parking.  We need to develop a Membership Packet to 
be given to new club Members. 
Show and tell: None   
Cash Raffle:  None    Toilet Seat Award:  None 

Meeting Minutes            June                               Oren Redsun 

Meeting called to order at 11am on 

07/12/2015.  
11 members and  1 guest  
Flying Site:   Don has sprayed the weeds along 
the road and Gary mowed.  Don spent a great 
deal of time replacing the blades and doing 
some maintenance on the mower. 
Membership:  48 paid  
Safety:   There is now a posted No-fly area on 
the bulletin board. 
Events: T-34 racing continues.  The June race 
was cancelled due to wind. Aug 15th we’ll have 
our own Model Aircraft day. Due to the road 
work on Peabody it was decided to not setup 
an Open House. 14 t-34’s are available contact 
Tom or Myself. 

 Old Business:    The sign and plane at the gate 

have been repaired. Steve will resume his du-
ties as V.P.  A work party needs to be setup to 
paint new lines and X’s on the runway. 
New Business:   Our website was discussed as 
to moving to another hosting company.  It was 
determined to start an new site and continue 
the old site until such time as to turn off the 
old site. Part of the reason was to be able to 
allow the site to be passed on to the Club as 
time progresses. 
Show and tell: Don Prosser donated a genera-
tor to the club to be used for electric garden 
tools.  Thanks Don! 
Cash Raffle:  Mark Sawyer , whom wasn’t pre-
sent 

Toilet Seat Award:  None 

We had our June BBQ and Plane Raffle 

Bob Hurley did a great job on the Tri-Tip 

Don brought some baked Beans. Everyone 
in attendance enjoyed a good time.  Don 
Prosser was the lucky winner of the P-51. 

Meeting Minutes            July                               Oren Redsun 
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August President’s Blast        Tom Dodd 

Can you believe it, it’s already August!  The weather has not cooperated much, with the winds blowing consist-
ently.    We’ve only been successful in 1 out of 8 attempts at actually having a T-34 race!  There are some who 
continue to brave the winds to fly! 
  
I would like to thank a number of members who have stepped up and helped to maintain our Field.  Monty 
Welch and his wife fixed the main sign at the entrance,  Mark Sawyer fixed the airplane above the sign at the en-
trance, Don Prosser sprayed the weeds around the pit, fence line and down our road and Gary Prosser continues 
to mow the field.  Thanks gentlemen, your work is much appreciated by the Club.  
  
As most of you know, Fred Stetson has decided to move on to other endeavors and as such, Oren and Josh Red-
sun has assumed website duties.    
  

 

A WTF can surprise us at the field when the incident occurs or sometimes when you review an airborne camera video at 

home. 

 

This picture was captured from a video taken during a practice run before a T 34 race. However nothing initiates a warm 

feeling down the leg like the panicky comment of a fellow pilot that say’s “does anybody see my airplane. 

Recently, an experienced pilot had a WTF that was not pilot error and no equipment failure could be proven. Within a few 

seconds after takeoff, a service proven P-51 lost elevator and crashed. The pilot said preflight checks did not indicate mal-

functions of radio or airframe. Post flight checks do not show radio or control surface failures. 

 The potential for having a WTF may happen at any time any place. These moments reinforce the reason why all pilots need 

to adhere to the AMA and VVRC safety rules. 
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Events for VVRC and other local clubs 

  Get on the T-34  email list by emailing at64me@gmail.com 

Here’s our VVRC Event Schedule for 2015.  We also have our T-34 Races on the first Sunday of each month. 
  All events at Field unless noted otherwise. 

T-34 Racing is the first Sunday of the month. 

June           7th 

July          5th (may be changed) 

August        2nd 

September  6th  

October 4th 

November 1st 

December 6th   

Meetings: (Second Tuesday of every month except 

December) 

Nut Tree Airport Vacaville.@7:30PM 

2015 Meeting Schedule   

June  9th 

July  14th 

August  11th 

September 8th 

October  13th 

November: 10th  

December: TBD 

  

VVRC  Events Calendar 

 

  

Fly-in BBQ June 14th 

National Model  Day  August 15th 

Fun Fly September 20 
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T-34 Racing Results                                                                     Oren Redsun 

Due to the  May Holiday racing was cancelled. See you all next Month on . Races for June , July  and 
now August have been basically blown out. 

   

 June 5-7   WDA Thunder Over the Valley Jet Fly 

 June 27-28   WDA AMA Pattern Contest  

 June 27-28  WDA U/C Stunt Fest 

 July 18-19  WDA Wings of Victory  

 July 19    WDA U/C ARF Off 

 Aug 15   WDA Old School Vintage R/C & Nat'l Model Aviation Day  

 Aug 22  WDA Golden Age R/C and Oldtimers  

 Aug 22-23  WDA U/C Goyet Memorial Stunt Classic. 

 Sept 12-13 WDA Fred Burgdorf Memorial Pylon Race 

 Sept 19-20 WDA U/C Meet n' Meat Stunt . 

 Sept 24-26  WDA Scale Heli Masters  

 Oct 2-3  WDA Float Fly#2 @ Lake Minden 

 Nov 7   WDA Toys for Tots  

 1 Jan 2016 Chilly and Chile fun fly 

Outlying Area Club Calendar 

http://wdarc.org/2015Jetflyflyer.pdf
http://wdarc.org/2015_Memorial_Flyer.pdf
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W.T.F. 

(When Things Fail) 

By Bob Hurley 

  

I first attempted to fly radio controlled airplanes in 1982. Fortu-

nately for me, I also learned to enjoyed building and repairing 
crashed airplanes along with enriching the bottom line of the local 

hobby shops. Nothing has changed in the last 33 years. However, I 
have noted in most crashes, the cause of my airplanes demise. I 

made mental notes to avoid those WTF’s by constructing reinforce-
ments in the air frame, selecting dependable radio equipment and 

performing preflight inspections. I still have WTF’s but not as often.  

My latest occurred in May 2015 with my Top Flight 60 size Mus-

tang. The left aileron threaded rod pulled out of the clevis during a 
flight with other airplanes nearby. I had enough control to direct 

the airplane away from others and landed with the airplane in six 

separate locations. 

The WTF cause was worn out threads that connected the aileron 
servo to the aileron horn. The lock nut designed to keep the metal 

clevis from coming loose backed off and engine vibrations caused 
the threads to wear away. I now do visual and mechanical integrity 

checks. 


